As Devised by the Enemy

THE FIRST ISSUE beyond food is the return of French loved
ones, the French prisoners, men and boys still working in
German fields to feed the German tyrant. The marshal's
burning desires are fixed on this point. He constantly refers
to them as " my boys/' It is an intensely personal as well
as national matter with him, and pervades every dealing
he has with the Germans. On their part, the Germans I
saw at the Foreign Office in Berlin take the convenient
position that after World War I, France did not return the
German prisoners until after the Versailles Treaty had been
ratified by each of the signators, the last of which was
Japan, eighteen months after Compiegne. To bother in-
troducing this comparison is typical of the Nazis' strange
emphasis on " legalizing " anything they do, no matter
how diabolical or false. The Franco-German Armistice in
World War II was signed over eighteen months ago, June
25, 1940, and a million and a quarter French prisoners still
remain away from their homes and families. There is no
defined programme to release them, and they are being
released very slowly, each after a full subjection to special
Nazi inculcation.
The reason for this delay is far deeper than anything
generally supposed and goes a great distance beyond the
simple fact that Germany needs the labour of these men at
this time. It has its place in a broad and insidious, German
conception and represents a part in the German's approach
to the destinies of all the countries they occupy.
What is this fundamental Nazi movement ? What is this
basic attitude of the conqueror toward the conquered
nation ?
Economic reorganization ? Yes, this is important. The
destruction of religion ? Yes, and this is close to their hearts
in preparation for the Germanic Europe. But these are only
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